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ROCCO - When | was in high school, my sister informed me | 


was an agro-hippie, which basically meant that | didn’t brush my hair, rarely 
bathed or washed my clothes, smoked too much weed and angrily urged ev- 
eryone around me to “be mellow.” | spent a lot of time outdoors smoking pot 
and trying to commune with nature. | thought | was one with the earth, mean- 
while | did little to consciously take care of the planet. 


It wasn’t until | passed the age 25 that | finally realized | was not going to die 
young. After that | really started to think about how as a species, humans keep 
getting farther and farther removed from the natural world. It was also right 
around that time that | read an article about how much fossil fuel and energy 
it takes to transport vegetables from other countries to ours. | decided that | 
should do more to help conserve and take care of the planet. | became really 
interested in where my food came from and how much energy | was using on 
a daily basis. | started doing small things to reduce my own carbon foot print. 
| did lots of little things: | plugged everything into a power strip which | would 
shut off when | wasn't home or while | was sleeping, | started shutting the fau- 
cet off while | lathered my dishes or while | was brushing my teeth, | recycled 
and composted, | got rid of my car and | even became a locavore. 


AMOS - My earliest green memories revolve around food. | remem- 


ber at age six | visited my grandmother in Philadelphia and followed her into 
the “backyard” to check on her beloved tomato garden. Despite living in a 
constricting urban environment not meant for growing food, my grandmother 
had managed to locate a tiny square of green amongst the black tar cement 
and started her own garden that bloomed and exploded with colorful red and 
green fruits every year. She made an edible something out of nothing, even in 
a space where it seemed like such an idea would be completely unsupported 
by the earth. 


In the years to come | remember going to local apple orchards where I'd climb 
into trees and pick bundles of Red Delicious, Gala and McIntosh apples for 
a seasons worth of pies, even taking home the bruised ones for homemade 
apple butter. My mom would shop for breads, meat, vegetables and fruits at 
the giant downtown Amish farmers market -- it was more affordable than go- 
ing to our local chain supermarket, which was important in my single parent 
household -- not to mention healthier and supportive of local farmers. Even 
though | lived in a town that was far from rural, | realized where food came 
from at a young age, although | can honestly say it took me until | was living on 
my own and buying my own food until | truly cared. 


RURAL REALNESS 


DAMIEN 


Interview by Ryan Keogh Photographs by Amos Mac 


Right naw you live in the same small, rural 
town that you grew up ise. What's that like? 

It’s great, Lam removed from all the chaos of 
the city and I feel like I can chink a little clearen, 
a lictle more calm. I'm able to do what I need 
co do a lot easier than if Twas down in the city. 
Not as many distractions. For now it works for 


me, We'll see where I end up. 


Do you feel comfortable and safe here? 
Yes, I feel very safe. The people here know that 
Jam trans from just having grown up here. 


Everyone knows my family. So they either know 


me from high school, or since I wasa kid or 
through my sister, and they have just watched 
me go from who I used to be to whe Lam now. 


You've never had any weird situations? 

Nor thar Tcan recall. You know, you see people 
whispering and everything, you know like back 
before I was cocally passing, bur nothing that 
ever made me feel uncomfortable. Pretty goad 
experience for the mast part. There's never been 
any threats or nothing, 


Do you ever feel isolated or lonely because you 
don't hag out with other trans people? 

T don’t need there to be a queer community for 
me to feel comfortable here. It’s not part of my 
identity so I feel tight ar home here, Although 

L appreciate very much that [ can go to the city 
and be around people who I know Ishare a 
common thiead with, because I don’t share that 
wich anyone here. 1 don’t know anyone trans up 
here, but I'm totally okay with thar. 


Do you identify as heterosexual? 

Yes I do, I identify as heterosexual, [ mean if 
I were to place a label on ir, yes I would bea 
straight hetero male. But mostly 'm comfort- 
able in my own skin and that is all I need. 
Physically, ['m transgender. But mentally and 
emotionally I'm not. Mentally Fm just. dude. 
Mosely, I'm just Damien, 


Do you date hetero women or queer women? 
end up pretty much going for the whole 
spectrum, queer women, straight women, pretty 
much anyone thar is not going to be like, “Oh 


my god,” or any woman that is going to be cvol 
with what I got. 


Any good small town gossip staries you'd 
like to share? 

Actually just wo nights ago I was working a the 
barand this girl was like, “What are you doing 
when you get off? Lets hang out,” and I said, 
“Olay, maybe,” and at the very end I ended up 
being like “You know I have plans after work 
tonight burl would like to hang ovr with you 
bur there's something you should know...” I just 
pur i out there right then, I said, you know, “I 
was born trans, What you sec isn’t necessarily 
what you get,"and she was like “Oh.” Pause. 
“Okay, that's cool.” She called me the next day 
and wanted to hang out. 


Do you get a lot of attention from girls who 
come into your bar? 
Do Isound stuck up if I say yes? (Laughs) 


No, ! think it's awesome. 
Yes. I get.a lot of atvention, yes. I was supposed 
to be ata wedding right now. Twas asked to be 
someone’s date to her friends wedding, 


I'm sorry to be keeping you from that. 
Iv’s okay [didn't really wane to go, but it’s just 
like that. The list goes on and on. Anda lot 
of the women that know about me that are 


straight are curious. 


How many numbers do you gee a month? 
‘Oh man, I just started barcending there three 
weeks ago bur I'll let you know, I mean | 
already have three napkins lying around with 
girls’ numbers. 


So now you prefer to reveal your trans status 
right away, but have you hooked up with girls 
in this town that just never knew? 

Well when me and my ex Emily were still living 
together | needed to get out of the house and 

it was like two in the afternoon so | figured 

Td go to watch a movie by myself, And I got 

to the theatre and the girl working the cicket 
booth was my sons’ camp counselor and she 
was 18, She was like, “Oh you're Spencer's dad! 


What are you doing at rhe movies alone?” So 
I 


split up,” and she was Eke “I'm off soon, I've 


“Juse trying to get away from En 


been wanting to watch that movie, I'll come in 


there.” So she comes in and I have a bottle of 
Jack Daniels and we were taking shots and after 
we walked out to the parking lor and ended up 
making out, fooling around, and what not. 


Wasn't finger banging involved? 

Yes. And then she wanted to hang our after- 
wards and would call me. But wich her, i's 
like, you have to be selective. You have to feel it 
finds 


I mean | was working up at 


our. Ir’sa total gamble. Ifthe wrong gi 


‘out it could be. 


this coffee shop in Willits and there was this 
girl. We had so much sexual chemistry but I 


knew if I ever took it past the coffee shop her 
brother would probably be coming to my house. 
You have to feel it out. Irs kind of a sketchy 
situation. But I haven't had any problems.yet. 


Because I don't go there if I have any doubts. 


So you feel like if you know you are not going 
to sake it past finger banging than why disclose 
your trans status? 

Exactly. IF1 have to question how she is going to 


react it's not worth it. It could be really bad. 


You are a father, what is that like? 

Tr is wonderful. Ir really made me shit or get off 
the pot. Before ] met Spencer, before I became 

a father I was not taking things too serious. lr's 

been life changing, Pushed me to take life more 


serious and strive to be a better person. 


How long have you been Spencer's father? 
Four years. He just rumned 9 years old. 
He’s fucking awesome. 


He doesn’t know I am trans. Emily and I have 


ked about it. We aren’t trying to keep ita 
secret imentionally bur we are going to feel it 


out. We will know when the time is right. 


What was it like growing up on a fara? 
Tcwas fucking awesome growing up on a farm. 
I developed a sense of independence. Helped 
make me who I am. I learned how to survive 


off my own land, be self-sustained. If shit hits 
the fan, you are coming to my house because I 


know exactly what to do. 


You can make a fire with two sticks? 
Yes. 

What's the most sexual thing you've ever done 
on a farm? 

Fucked in the barn. I know that sounds like 
such a cliché. Fourteen years old with Corey. 
She li 


others, 


d up the street from mac. And also some 


different barns. 


Is that where you lost your virginity? In the 
barn? 

To which gender? Girl virginity was in my 
bed at my mom's and boy virginity was in the 
backseat of the car behind the school. I told 
him I wasn’t a virgin but he figured that out 


pretty quick 


How old were you? 
Thirteen. 


Did you drink a forty? 


No, | was sober. 


Ob, drank a forty first. 


He came and picked me up in his car 


Nice, a proper date. Does your old 

high school life ever imtersect with your 

current personal life? 

Yeah the other night when I was bartending 
there was a bunch of people I went to high 
school with at the bar who hadn’s seen me since 
eft. Because of Facebook and stuff they come 


hadn't seen her sinc 
she’s been watching me on Facebook and said ic 


was so good to see me in person. 
How do y about Facebook exposing you to 


people in your past? Do you wish you could be 
invisibl. 


For me personally, I'm neutral. It doesn’t bother 


me. I'm not anxious to hang out with them but I 
don't mind the contact. It doesn’t bother me 
ning into them. It’s almost like their 


all of the en 


reflect 

who I am ne 

paton the shoulder, like “Fu ou did i” 
In one sentence, describe what kind of man you 
are. 


I'm a man ol 


A BUTCHER WHO KNOWS HOW TO HANDLE HIS MEAT 


BERLIN REED 


Interview by Rocco Kayiatos Photographs by Amos Mac 


Rumor has it this photo shoot rok place ina 
haunted butcher shop. Tell me more! | 
I's my friend, Tia Harrison’s shop, Avedano’s | 
in Bernal Heights, San Francisco. When 1 

asked her if we could use it for the shoot, she 


haunted, Tia and two other rad lady butchers 
bought Avedano’s from a family chat had been 
running it since 1955. 1955! Crazy, right? Thar's 


| 
started celling me all these stories about it being | 
| 
| 


‘over 50 years ago, and acarly everything in the 
shop is original and there are rooms with piles 
and piles of old equipment. Man, iv’ like a 
butchery museum! 


So anyway, she tells me these scary stories. One 
about finding bloody boot prints, someone 
seeing a guy in the old-school freczer wearing a 
parka over knee boots, not standard butcher's 
‘wear these days, walking around, So yeah, dur- 
ing the shoo me and Amos gor really gay with 
it, west coast gay, and smudged the entire place, 
telling the ghost we were cool and just wanted 
to take some photos. 


You weren’s scared; being a mostly naked rrans- 
sexual sprawled out on a butcher block? 

I chought about it, bur after we smudged | 

felt good. 


Iknow you were a vegetarian for years, how 
did you go from that to becoming “The Erbical 
Butcher?” 

That’ like the most commonly asked question 

I get! It's been a few years now, so I lase perspec 
tive on how interesting that is for folks 


Iwas veg and vegan (I still have VEGAN 
tattooed on my neck) from age 12 co 26. After 
working all sorts of jobs, | ended up getting 
into food. When I moved to NYC I worked in 
wine sales, as a cheese monger, as a cook and 
bartender and finally found myself interviewing 
for what I thought was a cheese monger's posi 
tion, but the world had other plans. When they 
offered me the job, they said the cheese guy Pd 
be replacing wasn't leaving for 2 months, so 
they asked if I could help out the meat and fish 
guys in the meantime. I really wanted the job, 


so I said yeah, I told them I hadn't eaten meat 
in 14 years but I was down to learn abit and 
help them build their counters. This store had 
only been open a few months. The meat dude 
and fish guy became my buddies and in cwo 
weeks I was in love with butchery. Ics also al- 
ways funny co note that I started T right before 
I got thar job. 


Were you weirded out at all, eating and 
cutting up meat? 

Thad gotten over my aversion to handling meat 
while cooking in restaurants. By the time I 
started butchery, I was justin like quick learn- 
ing space, you know? Just soaking it up socially, 
being suddenly immersed in macho Brooklyn 
dude world and forming a brotherly working 
relationship with my mentor butcher, and find- 
ing myself physically needing way more protein 
and fat pretty soon after starting T. Meat was 
my world, I loved it and dove in. I sce this craft 
as the perfect blend of everything I love, it’s 
artistic and sculptural and graceful and yet, it’s 
hard grunty bloody work, It is anaromy and 
physiology and food thatare directly connected 
t0 political action. I love this trade. 


Had you been craving mvestt? 

You know, not really, Not so much craving as 
deliberating on whether I was ready to start 
rifling through my reasons for not eating ic, 
which were waning. 


What was the first thing you ate? 

Rib eye! Right off the grill. A teeny tiny bite. 
I still don’t eaca ton of meat, bur goddamn 
Love it. 


Do you think vegetarianism influenced your 
politics around butchery? 

Oh completely. That's why 1 dove in so fully. I 
had this a-ha moment, where | realized all the 
ideals and ethics and morals I had been uphold- 
ing asa vegetarian could guide my meat eating 
and later my meat business practices. I was 
learning so much about the industry I had nevee 
known, All those years I thought I was fighting 
ic by disengaging. 


Skip forward a couple years, and now I can sey 
definitively thar I have helped ensure the good 
care and healthy living conditions of animals. 
Thave real relationships with farmers and see 
these animals with my own eyes. I have worked 
with them and wich the farmers who raise them 
and have even slaughtered a few myself. Now I 
know so much more than I ever did before and 
frankly more than most vegetarians and vegans. 
You know? Like every time Lam on a farm, | 
think about the fact that so many people who 
have really strong opi 


jons about meat eating 


have never actually been on a well-run farm. 


What was that like ta slaughter an animal? 


Solemn, intense and real, bur beautiful. 


J think it might be hard far some folks to 
process, 

I get that people have a hard time with the kill- 
ing itself, I respect that totally and completely. 
Bur also a reality check is that this is a part of 


us, of humanity and of human history. 


‘We are so far removed from our food sources. 
‘We go toa chain grocery store and get veg- 
cetables that are pre-chapped from overseas and 
meat that we can’t even conceptualize as having 
ever had a pulse, 


Lwonder besides having a real connection to 
where your food is coming from, what does it 
mean to you to be “The Ethical Butcher?” 
Well, I actually am quick to say T personally 

am not the Ethical Butcher. It’s not a title for 
myself, but the title of my philosophy, my book, 
and my blog. It is the umbrella under which all 


of my meat-related projects fall. 


What it means to me is that I am pushing the 
conyersation forward. This isn’t just about mak- 
ing kick-ass bacon or serving big dinners. It’s 
about the conversations themselves. | come to 
the sustainability discourse with a very different 
background, viewpoint and perspective than 
most. | also bring people to who don't fed like 


the sustainable conversation is open to them to 


the table. 
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For instance, my dinners are full of people who 
don’t usually do food events. I just want-acces- 
sibility. Everyone should be able to access good 
food from honest people, it sounds cheesy, but 
that’s the truth. I like doing these events where I 
look out at a room full of awesome queer artists 
and DJs chatting it up with farmers and food 
bloggers, So it means that am handling much 


more than what you sce on the butchers block. 


Do you consider yourself'a hippie? 
No. “Woo”, West coasty. Not really hippie. 

My woo comes from a place of being tapped 
into my ancestors and spirit guides and respect 
ing the forces in the world as well as natural 
magic of life. 


Tell me the difference. 
‘To me, hippie speaks to a precty specific 
demographic. Iam from Seattle and live in 
Portland. I know hippic. I definitely had my 


hippic days, honestly. What I see as hippie is for 


the most part, pretty negative. associate it 
appropriative fashions and activities, White 
folks caking on the cultures, dress and rituals 
of other people in order to get in touch with 
themselves. Then the Trustafarian element, like 
kids who come from money walking around 
fucking barefoot because they want to. It’s just 
laughable. | grew up on food stamps. Warching 
people choose to act poor is just gross. On the 
ip side making money off of like Buddhist 
retreats and yoga and shit 


gets me so riled 
up! So yeah, that’s the hippie I sce. And | defi- 
nicely am not one. 


Are you conscious of your carbon imprins? 
Ltry to be, for sure. I guess I think less in car- 


bon foorprine and more in overall consumption 


What is the greenest place you have ever bud 
sex? 

I gotta think abour that for a second, I kinda 
do it alot. Abyes, I know. My car. Ir’s green. I 
gor the best goodbye bj in it the night before I 
Jefe on my last trip. My boo and I drove around 
Seattle the night before I left for like an hour 


looking for somewhere to pull over. We found 


Do you have aflome freezer? 


WE CUT WRAP 


UICK FREEZE MEAT 


at Wholesale Prices 


Dents 


this dark little dead end over that looked out 
ar the water, and whoa, she worked me. People 
were totally walking by but the car was steamed 


up. Ir was so fun. 


Speaking of your boo, Theard you might be tak- 
ing your relationship to the next level. 

Yes, yes it's true. We are getting married. I can’t 
fucking wait. We've been talking about it for 
like a year, bur I haven't puta ring on it, mostly 
because I was waiting on gecting the book deal 
money, but now thar that’s taking longer I am 
juust going to come up with a place saver Plan 

B. So 1 am going to ask super soon. We already 
haye a location aud general dace, August, On an 
old farm in the mountains of New Hampshire. 


Tes crazy amazing to be a polyamorous couple 
getting married. Ally’s dates date is making our 
dress and suit! So gay, so fucking QUEER! 


love it 


Is it difficule so navigate polyamory? 
Tecan be. Ir’s work to do it well. Its a lor of 
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work, lors of hard conversations. Lots of hon- 
esty and vulnerability. Lots of accountability, 
but really I wouldn't have ic any other way. 
Ally is my partner because we know we can 

get through absolutely anything in this world 
together, not because she’s the only person I 
love. It’s partnership and trust, which is way 
different than love, We are even, and this is 
very “us”, writing whac I have been calling a 
treatise on martiage as radical queers. We want 
to address why we are doing this, whar it means 
to us. Also asa transman, it’s important for me 


to acknowledge the privilege I have in being 


able co fully and legally marcy Ally, just because 
Thave had top surgery. It’s bullshic and we 
know ic, butit’s also so important to both of us 
Cancerians to make this commitment and share 
it with our friends and family. And to have a 
badass reception. Duh! I loooovve weddings! 
Best parties ever. Iam such a lover and a fighter 
though. Don’t get it twisted. 


QUEER FARMER 


By Jonah Bones 


or the past few years I've been travelling the country collecting the stories of 
trans and queer farmers from Big Sur to the Big Apple. Across the US in city 
centers and country hills, masses of queers are putting down rools, picking 
up pitchforks and participating in growing food for ourselves and our com- 
munities. Farming, an activity historically associated with heteronormativity, 
has traditionally had one, painfully straight, face- embodied by the iconic American Goth- 
ic couple. My journey into the lives of queer farmers in America has shown that, despite 


tradition, farming has grown many different faces. 


Right now there is a great focus on our systems of food and farming in this country. People 
are reconsidering the hows and whys of the arrival of food to our plates. There are many 
scary realities to face about food production on American soil, For example, the number of 
farms, especially small farms in the US has been rapidly declining since World War II while 
production continues to skyrocket due to mechanization and farming with chemicals. A few 
large corporate industrial agriculture businesses produce most of the food in this country 
and de so with very little regard for the complexity of lite in the soil, the preciousness of 
pollinctors, cd the palates of the people. Even organic agriculture has become massively 
scaled and corporate, turning its back on the basic ideologies of its hamble beginnings and 


small-scale origins in order te profit from a booming consumer market for organics. 


I's no surprise so many queers are finding a home in agriculture, especially agriculture 
that rejects the mainstream mechanized industrialized model that is fossil fuel dependent, 


unsafe to many workers, a major contrilbutor to the loss of biodiversity and in other words: 
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saturated with injustices. As a marginalized secior of the population, queers tend to have 


sharper sensors for exploitation and discrimination. Because we are discriminated against 
in many facets of our lives, we understand the pain and difficulty prejudices can cause oth- 
ers. An overwhelming majority of the queer farmers I've met use their farms as a vehicle 
for social justice and practice sustainable methods in their fields and consider farming not 
just the growing food, but a larger project in contributing positively to their communities. 
I don't think this coincidental. A farmer I interviewed in Indiana said poignantly when I 
asked for her definition of farmer, "A farmer is someone who grows something greater than 


themself.” 


As a queer farmer, | want to participate in agriculture that reflects my queer values and 
lifestyle: community, open communication, great regard for others’ experiences, rejection 
of violent patterns and relationships, and deep respect for creative, alternative, and fluid 
ways of being on this planet. When I farm, 1 do so with mindfulness and intention that are 
grounded in gentleness and respect for the soil, the bugs, the water, those that lam working 
with, those whom I will be providing sustenance for, and those that are directly invisible to 


be but are impacted by my actions and choices. 


There are many parallels to drew between farming and queerness. Growing food has an 
inherently fluid and cyclical quality which in some cases echoes the experience of being 
queer. Through the cycling of matter, life turns to death, which turns to life again. What 
mainstream culture might tell us is disgusting trash (let's say food scraps or manure) is 


actually a vital resource to anyone attempting to grow sustainably. Because of crop failures 
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or unexpected weather events, things hardly ever go as planned for farmers. We have to 
accept these failures, learn from them, and try again. As a gender fluid person, I'm able to 
accept myself as one thing ina moment and a completely different person in the next. Ibe- 
lieve that because of this ability to accept my own inner liquidity and that of people around 


me, I'm able to easily accept what happens in other facets of life. 


Working on a documentary film project about queer farmers has really got me thinking 


about the many queer manifestations in the natural world. They abound. Underneath our: 


feet, queer worms embody both male and female reproductive organs while they squiggle _ 


in the darkness simultaneous fertilizing and aerating the soil. Tomatoes, squash, and pep- 
pers are all fruit commonly misidentified as vegetables- let's call them genderqueer veg- 
etables. Kohlrabi, typically thought of as a tasty root vegetable, is in fact a swollen stem. 
Banana trees actually aren't trees at all- they are botanically an herb and a fruit because 
there is no woodiness in their trunks. Consider the queer relationships amongst Albatross- 
these lesbionic waterfowl incubate and raise chicks in female pairs that pass as straight, 
Feminist separatist bees throw out helpless male drones from the hive in autumn when 


they are no longer needed. 


In my opinion, one of the queerest categories of life we know about is fungus. Mycophobia, 
an irrational fear of mushrooms is kind of like queerphobia. People reject many delicious 
edible and medicinal mushrooms because they are strange locking, Society rejects many 
queer people for this same reason. Mycelium, the underground network of mushrooms is 
incredibly prolific and is pretty much everywhere there is decaying organic matter, My- 
celium is also the largest known organism in the world -- reported at spreading continu- 
ously over 2,400 acres in eastern Oregon. Much like mycelium, the queer underground is 
substantial and powerful. When you least expect it, our beautiful queemess comes to the 


surface, showing our beautiful and weird mushroom selves to the world. 


While agriculture is not a place that has historically been friendly to queers and other mi- 
nority groups, my travels across the nation talking with queer farmers has proved that we 
truly are everywhere and it is possible to thrive in agrarian lifestyles. Queer people farm- 
ing presents a deep challenge to the stereotype of us as sex crazed urbanized club goers. 
T've met queer farmers of many talents: lesbian goat herders, fairy fermentors, transgender 
bakers, dyke heirloom fruit growers, genderqueer urban farming youth mentors, faggot 
permaculturalists, and backwoods bear gardeners. Ultimately, if we can see gender and 
sexuality as an additional lens through which we view food and farming in this country, 
our food systems will be more just, our idea of who should be growing our food will be 


widened, and our food revolutions will most definitely be much more fun. 


SAVE A TREE, KILL A GAMETE 


By Tom Léger 


onfession time: I don't recycle, leat meat and the H2 Hummer is my dream car. 
I take showers with wild abandon and even run the water while I brush my 
teeth. I have a preternatural aversion to turning off the lights when I leave the 
room. And yet, lam, when compared to most Americans, a great environmen- 
talist. My contribution to the health of the Earth is that, like many trans people, 


Tam never, ever, going to have children. 


At age 25, I decided that being a man without a uterus was more important to me than 
being a functionally reproductive human. Thanks to a totally awesome laparoscopic hys- 
terectomy, | became a permanent participant in what is commonly called the "childfree” 
movement. Childfree activists claim slowing population growth will protect the environ- 
ment and preserve global water supplies far more effectively than, say, using reusable 


grocery bags. 


An American child, conceived today, will soon be sucking up about 20 tons of carbon per 
year. Current projections tabulate the global population at over 1! Billion by 2050, a bleak 
future that has direct negative implications for women’s rights and social justice. If this all 
seems very distant, dystopian and difficult to quantify, consider that in 2011, right outside 
your door, diapers make up more than 4% of all the garbage in US landfills. 


If you've recently had your reproductive organs voluntarily mangled in a successful sex 
change operation, feel comforted by the fact that by not turning into the baby machine you 
were born to become, you're doing more for Mother Nature than recycled toilet paper. In 
fact, a baby in the US or Europe has a carbon impact about twice that of my sweet dream 


tide, the aforementioned Hummer. 


Jonah is working the Queer Farmer Film Project- a documentary film about queer farmers in America, 
‘www.queerfarmer.blogspot.com. He really likes goats. 


Tom Leger is a writer in New York City. He recently founded Topside Press, which will be publishing literary fiction 
by and for trans people. Info at Topsidepress.com. 


BOY FROM ZION 


ANNY BEE 


Interview by Tuck Mayo Photographs by Amos Mac 
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So, Sir Danny Bee, what made you decide you 
wanted so pose for OP? 

I believe in what the magazine represents. | 
Irs beautiful when other guys can find a re- 
source or outlet where they feel like there 
are other people they can connect with who 


understand them. 


Twas stoked when I formd out that you were in 
it, because I'd seen so many Youtube videos of 
you. You have so muny followers in the FTM 
social network world, you're pretty inspir- 

ing, especially 10 me! What made you stare a 
Youtube Vlog? 

Honestly, I was apprehensive about purting my 
life on Youtube for the world to sce at first. But 
after I thought about how others have helped 
ight help 


me with my journey, | figure 


someone else. 


Yeah, l understand. It’s very public, especially 
since people love it! Are you stealth in your 
day-to-day life? 

1am not stealth. Actually, Leven transitioned 
on che job so everyone knows that I am trans. 
I still live in the town thar I grew up in so even 
if I tried to be stealth, everyone knows who I | 
was before transition so it kind of makes thar 
difficult. 


Lam from a small rown called Zion where every 
street hasa biblical name. Haha, imagine that, 
little baby Danny is from a historically religious 
town, I have totally run into people that I went 
to high school with. Ik was extremely stressful 
and nearly gave mea heart attack when T fest 
began to transition. I recall one experience go- 

ing to the local Wal-Mart Super Center where 


the cashier was someone that I went to high 
school with. I didn’t notice at first until I gor 
closer to her in line. At thar point I couldn't 
just put my stuff down and walk out. She did a 


double-take bur rang me up as usual, She didn’t 


ask me any questions but it was clear that she 
thought chat she recognized me. [swear I broke | 


asweat and almost fainted. 


Is it trite you work an a military base? 
Yes, it is eruc! | ama Case Manager on a | 
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military base. | have a cascload of approximately 
100 clicnes. The population that I work with 

arc individuals from ages 18 and above with 
severe disabilities such as mental illnesses, 
developmental disabilities and other barriers. 
They work in a supported work cnvironment 
that acts as a stepping stone to assist them in 
the goal of eventually obtaining employment 
ima competitive workplace. It’s an intense but 
rewarding job. Ics also an interesting experience 
to work around the mi 


ry which is so gender 
binary, when transitioning. Istill see posters 
hung on the walls of the galleys where the 


military cat, dire 


cd toward mea specifically, 
cary. 


to serve in the r 


‘Transitioning at work was a challenging experi- 
ence. My job was not “okay” with me using the 
men’s restroom unless my gender marker was 
legally changed to male. Since [hadn't had any 
surgery until I was well over a year on testoster- 
one, I was presenting male and still using the 
women’s restroom. It was very uncomfortable 
because if I went to another-area on the military 
base to see clients, and if some of them were not 
familiar with me, they would become startled 
when Iwas in the women's restroom. I started 
to only use the restrooms in my own buildings 
and plan breaks to use the restroom for this 
reason. Eventually after surgery 1 was able to 
change my gender market and allowed to use 
the men’s restroom but it was really complicat- 
ed, intimidating and stressful for-a long time. 


I find your story incredible. You're dealing with 
intense situations all the time, you've living in 
your bomerown.. 

Itis really challenging sometimes. There are 
definitely days when I feel like I wane to get out 
of this own and stact over as the Danny that 
no one knows. I think lots of guys want a brand 
new beginning. It’s cough for some of us to 
think about the past. Some of us want to leave 


itin the past and move forward. Although Zion will 
always be a part of me, we will probably part ways 
someday, [ would love to crayel more and settle in a 


place that has more sunshine all year round. 


You're such a sweet guy. Not to mention a total babe! 
Td love to hear about your beefcake routine and diet. 
You know, the entire exercise thing happened a litle 
before T and then mostly 6 months after top surgery. 
Istarted working out for health reasons. I actually 
wanted to bring my T levels up naturally by burning 
hady fat to try to inject less T. I figured it would be 
good for my bady, so I started to work really hard on 
proper nutrition to bring che body far down. The end 
result is what my body looks like now. I don’t work 


out heavily. I only go to the gym 3 times per week for 


about an hour each session. Exercise is like medica 


for me. 


What do you do in life so keep green? Recycle? Dig on 
Leprechauns? 


le in the traditional sense of the word 


Idon’t recy 


unless reusing plastic bags you get at the grocery store 


counts? I do live with a backyard though, and it’s 
awesome! There's a beautiful garden, tons of plush 
green grass. Most importantly though, I would have co 
say that green has been more symbolic in my life in the 
sense of growth and change. 


I feel like no matter where I am in my journey, I 


7 in an ever constant state of growth in so many 
ways. Sometimes | feel like I am growing in a million 
different directions at once. With change comes 
growth. Ir doesn’t just mean physical but emotional 


and mental. 


Many guys put an emphasis on physical changes 


ion and 


testosterone will bring when starting transit 
rarely discuss any other changes. Irs imporrant to 
think about how thoughts, emotions and how we sense 


the world around us may change as well 


This is an important part of how we move through 
the world, It can be challenging but can also bea 
wonderful experience to embrace. Sometimes part 
of making ic through those changes is to accepr the 


mystery and embrace the unknown 


DENDROPHILE! 


Interview and photographs by Amos Mac 
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Justin Vivian Bond is so many things: eaptivat- 
ing stage and screen performer, singer, visual 
artist, supportive friend and beyond a staple 
in NYC'S downtarm performance scene. 2011 
started off with a transsexual bang for M: 
Bond, with the official January Ist announce 
ment on the addition of Vivian to Mx, Bond's 


name as well asa new pronoun, V. Justin 
Vivian chats with OP about V's new album, 
outdoor inspiration and Radical Faerie love, 


Your first full length CD, DENDROPHILE, 
just came out! Tell me about the title and your 
relationship to ehat word. 


Nath Ann - my traveling companion - actually 
told me the word when we were in Canada for 
QUEERUPTION. We were camping in the 
woods and I was describing my fixation with 
nature and he said I was a dendrophile, and 
then I found out a dendrophile is a person who 
“gees an erotic charge out of nature.” Also, it’s 
an exploration of how people should be true to 
their ewn instinctive nature. 


In regards ta sexual preference or gender 
identity, I think if we honor our instincts and 
natural impulses then the world would be a bat- 
cer, safer, more exciting place, I've always been 
more relaxed and felt sexiest outdoors, I lost my 
virginity in tree house. 


Oh really? Sa your connection to the outdoors 
started at a young age? 

Yes. 

Was the sex inspired by the tree house, or was 
the tree house planned far the sexual encounter? 
I, along with several neighborhood boys, built 
a.tree house and that was somewhere where me 
and my little sex parmer could go to be alone. 

I dida’e know I was losing my virginity at the 
time, I was only 13, but I'm sure that being in 


a tree on a hor summer day in a cubber lined 


tree house added to suy sense of heightened 


sexuali 


Does being clase to the land, azvay from the city, 


inspire your songwriting? 
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Yes, most of my songs were written on a fallen 
log across a ravine in Tennessee where there was 
noching bue trees and rocks and dirt and bugs 
and moss. 


Are you sexwally charged when w 


songs in 
the woods? 


Yes! There is usually some self love involved! 


Tell me about your relationship to nature. 

T grew up in Maryland, living on the city line 
where litcrally on one side was a suburban 
neighborhood and actoss the street were woods 
and farm land so [ would go off by myselfa 

loc as @ kid, and that’s where I did most of my 
thinking. My grandparents had a farm and I'd 
spend a lor of time there roo. 


I'd like t0 bear more about your own personal 
trans evolution, 

I think having been raised the way I was, as 
much as I have politically embraced my trans 
identity as an artist and activist, I chink that for 
some reason my fear of rejection by my family 
caused me co sort of hold back on fully embrac- 
ing my trans identity medically. I got ro a point 
where I got so angry and I felt like [was waiting 
for my parents to dic before I could really be 
myself! I decided 1 was going to have to let go of 
that and do what I had to do. Having made that 
decision all of my anger towards my parents sort 
of disappeared. Also it has given mea level of 
freedom, and 1 feel like I've been able to relax 

in my own skin and I’m not fighting my nature 


anymore. 


Instead of assuming everyone is homophobic 
or transphobic, I now assume they aren't and 
they have to show me they are before I see tha 
-- Pye changed my own attitude, Nor to say I'm 
wearing rose-colored glasses, I am fully aware 
of the treachery our there, I am just taking care 
of myself now instead of worrying,about other 


people. 


Tactually just assuraue everyone is trans! 
Well, everyone is. Everyone is trans. They just 
might not know it, You can quote me an that! 


Because you're constantly performing, you're 
always in the press, How have major news 
outlets been handling your January Ist 
pronoun announcement? Didn't a major 
newspaper juss blow it? 

Well with a NY Times article it was just 
“Mr, Bond, Mr. Bond, Mr. Bond”. 
h they didn’t publish asa 


Tsear 


a response, wi 
comment online. I'm sure the writer didn't 


hear about ir. 


Clearly chey are living in an outdared para- 
digm where they're more interested in main- 
raining traditions than reporting factually. 
‘Thar’s why they are becoming irrelevant. But 
ie makes them look stupid, ic doesn’t make 
me look stupid. 


Tell me about your relationship ta the Redi- 
cal Faerie Gatherings. 

Oh well Lean tell you that my first Fairie 
Gathering was che first time J felt invisible 
in away. | got myself all dolled up and was 
feeling very Blanche DuBois and had on 
avery diaphanous gown and was breezing 
my way through the garden, and no one 
was the first time J had 


bateed an eye! Am 


experienced both bei 


g myselfand not being 


a spectacle. I discovered the luxury of invisi- 
bilty chat most people can tap into whenever 
they want, I burst into tears, I was so thsilled 
by thar. I'd like to feel dat I can sometimes 


be myself without causing a commotion. 


Do you aspire to be invisible? 
Well, sure I would like w breeze into seenar- 
ios without causing a scene, bur I woulda’t 
wanc to be invisible as a performer oras an 


artist, | would not like chat. 


Da you remember any people you looked xp s0 
or saw yourself in, gender-wise, as.a child? 
When I was akid I would see David Bowie who 
was supposedly bisexual and who was doing all 
this play with gendez and I saw myself in him, 
but I was raised to think that people like him 
were evil so I was appalled and repulsed. It 


. Icould feel 


‘wasn’t necessarily-a positive thin 


more comfortabl 


ng with comboys and 


bucch women and women who were transgress- 


ing gender. Ic was easier for me, also because 1 


identified with women more anyway. Women 
like Patti Smith or Gloria Steinem (laughs) 
People like hat. 


Do you think you will live in NYC forever? 
As a true dendrophile will you one day resire 


to a log cabi 
I never imagined myself living in NYC forever. 
Tm not sure if 1 want to be an old person pash- 
in, cery cart around Manhattan, I kind 
of see myselfion a porch with a bunch of bangle 


bracelets on with a gin and tonic in my gnarled 
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old claw, surrounded by a bunch of beautiful 


young queers. 


My friend Miss Kiery and [ wanted to start an 
old age home and call it HOTOH: House of 
Tired Old Hags. That's where I want to retire! 


Another thing about Faerie community is rhat 
there’ 


a loc of intergencrational care-giving 
going on. Knowing that makes ita lot less 


frightening to chink about geccing old. 


When I find thas transsexual separatist island, 
will you join me there? 


T would! I'd have to leave « n tour some- 


times, but I'd always come back. 


PORN FAUN 


PUCK 
GOODFELLOW 


Inter y James Darling Photographs by Amos Mac 
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Hey Puck, how about we get started by 
having you tell us a little about yourself 


and what 


It sounds like you're a pretty sexual being, 


do you want to talk more about your Puck 


am a sexual creature, [ler icall han 
out, It might not hang too low bur it’s our all 


faun in the fo 


uild totally jack 
dd feel che wind on y on, run 
around naked with your dog! Just watch out for 


poison ivy. 


Poison ivy is certainly something to be aware 
ofwhen running around naked in the woods: 
Speaking of woods, do you want to talk a little 


about your photo shoot in the redwoods 


ing to stay on this path 
and went into the trees. I brought the Boy Scout 
ould have just gone around naked, but 
it was a Saturday and there could be some in- 
nocent bystanders that would be blinded by the 


whiteness of my 


Actually I just remembered that someon: 
did see my naked ass! When we were done 


ooting Amos was going over the photos and 


pl 
ind they were 


hat 


nerd, Idon’t 

some things but not smart enough to be a 

ou. I do lik 
oI 


.d much. [am a big geek abour 


. Don't let my glasses 
Jping cross th Al 
don't know if: 


I didn’t get to part 


rately wanted to bein the Royal Rangers 
christian 

was a kid. Ir would h: 

ful things like buil although fires 


are not that gr 


Lalways wanted to be a Boy Scout too, I was 
jealous that my brother got to play w 

and I was expected to sell cook 

I feel the same. I hav unger bro but hi 
wasn't int 

other gay sports. He's not gay 

Ne ‘ies all the time and have so 


many knives! 


Are there ways that 
play owt in your life: 
I think sustainability 
parts of my life. I have safer 
there w 

th things thar are not rubber and made on 
machines) so I can protect my body from STI's 
and live longer. | eat healthy and work oF 


c my food local and organi 


What's been one of your hottest experiences 
in nature? 
sen quite a few. Actually 


med with you and Juliette 


Madison Young is all up in 
our business with a camera is an 


dream. 


You mentioned bes 
ture, do you want to tell me more abos 
I don’t know how to identify anymore in this 


world of ID's for every little thing and then hav- 


n their idea of what 

This made hink 

dT don’t identify 
orld, but I 


How'd you cone up 


Goodjellow? 


Tn English f 
fairy or mischievous 
1 personification « 
ent times, th 


in Goodfellow is identi 


odfellow is the 


1 Queen in Shakespeare's pl 


of our new plas 
ommunication. I blc 


——,_ 


FOREST QUEERS 


By Jake Sylvestris 


hen I was 16 I moved to a protest site and lived in a tree for the 
best part of7 years. 1 moved around, campaigning against all sorts; 
toads, supermarkets, housing developments, gas pipe lines, alumi- 


num smelters and open cast coal mines. 


They were the best years of my life, living outside in the woods, as 
part of a community that soon became my family. I learnt more than J ever did at school. I 
quickly became an experienced climber and learnt how to build tree houses. [learnt about 
Mmy surroundings, the names of the different kinds of trees and that a lot of the things that 
grew on the ground were also food. I learnt how to defend the land against the eviction 
team and the corporations that wanted to cul down the trees. We dug tunnels under the 
ground and built chambers there too, filling them with dried food so we could last down 


there as long as possible. 


Istrongly feel that you have to live in nature to realize how integral itis to our existence. We 
need trees to breathe; it's as simple as that. But if you live in the city all your life, you are so 


removed from what is real that you forget what it is that is keeping you alive. 


When I first became a part of the protest site scene it was somewhat dominated by macho 
cis men. I was still young and hadn't started to transition. The gender balance wasn't good 
and when there were few women around we mostly had to keep quiet and deal with the 
sexism. Over the years things have gotten better, there are more queers on site battling 
‘against the inherent heteronormality of the space. For a while a few of us were organizing 
queer parties in the city and this really helped with people being a bit more open to things 
and understanding of where we were coming from. In more recent years protest sites have 


started to develop safer spaces agreements, which help to some degree, though sites are 


still dominated by white, cisgendered straight people. 
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When I started to transition | moved to the city. People on site were understand ling and ac- 
cepting of my name and pronoun change but still got it wrong a lot. I realize that everyone 
has te learn about transgender issues but] didn't want to have to be the educator for an en- 
tire community when I was still learning myself. I came out to some close friends while we 
were al a queer festival in Europe; on our return to the UK we were headed straight to the 
summer Earth First gathering. didn't quite realize the undertaking Iwas making, deciding 
to come cut to everyone during the gathering. I was in a field with loads of friends from all 
over the country who I knew from different campaigns. It was such a shock from the queer 
bubble [ had just been in, | hadn't really thought that people wouldn't just be cool with it. I 
spent the whole week having to explain my identity to people and being questioned about 
it. People telling me “they wouldn't put up with my pronoun crap” and saying things like, 
“another one bites the dust". 


I get sad and frustrated about the little to no cross-over between the queer scene and envi- 
ronmental direct action scene. They are the two most important th ‘ings in my life and 1] can't 
have them at the same time. I'm squatting in the city now and Jim happy to be surrounded 
by queer and trans people. I'm so deep inside a queer bubbie that can’t imagine not being 
in it anymore. Some of the other forest queers followed me, in search of queer cormmunity 
too. But we're not happy or fulfilled with our lives, because we're not outside amd we're not 


living in trees or fighting for what we believe in. 


Ilcok out from my window and see the trees sprouting their first buds of the spring. I wonder 
when I will be living in one of them again. And I wonder how I could still live in the forest 
and be taking testasterone or recovering from surgery. I've been fighting the state for as 
long as 1 was old enough to have an opinion. I really struggle with the idea of being depen- 
dant on it for my hormones. My life has always been transient, and it doesn't seem like it 


could be that way if] constantly had to go to a doctor ta get my shots of T. 


For now I'm trying as hard as I can tobe happy in the city. Making connections with other 
trans people, drinking and going to gigs; trying to re-live the teenage years I missed outon 
by living in a tree. I go for walks in the woods but it's not the same when my community isn't 
there. Irun azine distro that distributes zines about environmental direct action and protest 


sites. It's what I feel I can do whilst living in the city to support the fight Lused to be a Part of. 


Jake is a forest queer transboj squatting in the city. You can contact him at indigoe@riseup net 


MICHELLE 


SNYDER 


COUTURE HAIR STYLIST 


THE LEXINGTON CLUB 


YOUR FRIENDLY. NEIGHBORH@GD DYKE BAR 
AND QUEER Har spgqi 


3464 19TH STREET SF. - OPEN EVERY DAY 
WWW.LEXINGTONCLUB.COM 


BUY THE FTM SEX GUIDE 


SAWYER 
DEVUYST 


DESIGNS 


CUSTOM FURNITURE 


& HANDMADE HOME FURNISHINGS 


SAWYERDEVUYST.DESIGNS@GMAIL.. com 
= WWW. ESTY.COM/SHOP/SAWYERDEVUYST 


Read my blog, and find out about 
upcoming book readings and more: 


eine occ ee ee EAM WOOD PTUs. 


Looking for a great selection of binders, packing gear, 
STP devices, harnesses, realistic dildos, pumps, books, and 
other good stuff for trans guys at reasonable prices? 


Bi i 


GeT TH 


THE TOOL SHED 
An Erotic Boutique 
Milwaukee, WI 


Quality sex toys & products. 


Knowledgeable, 
helpful staff. 


TRANSLADY FANZINE 


Trans & partner friendly— SUMED AAO 


we're part of the 


st F eae b community, too. Anew collaboration between model and photographer, 
oY ie An transwoman and transman 


www.to oO | Ss h e d toys e co m PRE-ORDER NOW AT TRANSLADYFANZINE.COM 


